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Welcome From Education2Success Ed2S 

 

Students are often told to care about the future but not always shown how to build one for 
themselves. 

That is why Education2Success (Ed2S.org) created this guide. You do not only need sustainability 
awareness. You need direction, skills, projects, and real career opportunities. 

At Ed2S, we believe that education, sustainability, and innovation belong together, and that students at 
every stage of their journey deserve practical tools, not just inspiration. 

 

 

Who This Guide Is For 

This guide is designed for: 

• High school students exploring future majors and career directions 

• College students looking to connect their coursework to real-world impact 

• Recent graduates building their portfolio, resume, and career story 

• Early-career professionals interested in green jobs, sustainability, or social impact 

• Students in any major, not just environmental science 

 

What You Will Learn 

By working through this guide, you will be able to: 

• Identify sustainability careers across 8 major career zones 

• Connect your specific major to meaningful career pathways 

• Build green skills that employers look for 

• Create proof-of-work projects before you have formal experience 

• Write stronger resume bullets and a more compelling LinkedIn profile 

• Track internships, research companies, and prepare for interviews 

• Talk about sustainability with confidence, specificity, and impact 

 

How Ed2S Connects Education, Sustainability, and Opportunity 

Education2Success exists at the intersection of three ideas: learning that goes beyond the classroom, 
sustainability that goes beyond slogans, and opportunity that goes beyond who you already know. 

We produce educational tools, student resources, sustainability campaigns, and career content 
designed to help students go from awareness to action, and from curiosity to credentials. 

Ed2S Career Builder 

You do not need to have everything figured out. 

You only need to take the next serious step. 

This guide will help you find it. 
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How to Use This Guide 

 

This guide is a career workbook, not just a reading assignment. Work through it section by section, fill 
out the worksheets, and use it as a living reference throughout your academic and early career journey. 

Your 6-Step Career Roadmap 

Step Focus Area What You Will Do 

Step 1 Discover Learn what sustainability careers really are, across every field 
and major. 

Step 2 Match Connect your major and interests to specific career pathways. 

Step 3 Build Skills Identify the green skills employers want and create a learning 
plan. 

Step 4 Create Projects Build proof-of-work that shows initiative, skill, and results. 

Step 5 Present Yourself Strengthen your resume, LinkedIn profile, portfolio, and 
interview answers. 

Step 6 Take Action Track internships, apply consistently, and build real momentum. 

 

Quick-Start Checklist 

Use this checklist as your minimum milestone tracker throughout this guide: 

 

☐  Choose 3 career pathways that interest you most 

☐  Save 10 job titles you want to research further 

☐  Identify 5 green skills to build this semester 

☐  Create 1 portfolio project with a real deliverable 

☐  Write 3 strong resume bullets about your work 

☐  Apply to at least 10 internships or entry-level roles 

☐  Practice 3 interview stories using the STAR method 

☐  Update your LinkedIn headline and About section 

☐  Complete the 30-Day Sustainable Career Challenge 

 

Student Action Step 

Before reading further, write down your answers to these three questions: 

1. What sustainability problem do I care most about? 

2. What do I want to be doing professionally in 3 years? 

3. What is the one thing I could do this week to move forward? 

 

Return to these answers at the end of the guide and see how your thinking has changed. 
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What Is a Sustainability Career? 

 

A sustainability career is any career that helps reduce harm, conserve resources, improve 
systems, support communities, or create long-term value, economically, environmentally, 
or socially. 

That definition is intentionally broad, because sustainability itself is broad. It connects to energy, water, 
waste, buildings, food, transportation, finance, policy, education, technology, and more. 

Key Insight 

A sustainability career does not have to have the word 'sustainability' in the title. 

 

An energy analyst, a process engineer, a supply chain coordinator, a grant writer, and 

an environmental educator can all be doing sustainability work, even without a title 

that says so explicitly. 

 

How O*NET Categorizes Green Occupations 

O*NET (the Occupational Information Network, maintained by the U.S. Department of Labor) identifies 
green occupations across three categories. Understanding these helps you recognize more 
opportunities: 

O*NET Green Occupation Category What It Means for Students 

Green New and Emerging Occupations These are entirely new job titles created by the 
growth of green industries, such as solar energy 
systems installers, wind turbine technicians, or 
sustainability analysts. These roles did not exist at 
scale a generation ago. 

Green Enhanced-Skill Occupations These are existing jobs that now require additional 
sustainability knowledge or skills. For example, a 
civil engineer, architect, or supply chain manager 
may now need to understand energy codes, 
emissions reporting, or sustainable materials. 

Green Increased-Demand Occupations These are traditional jobs seeing higher demand 
because of energy infrastructure, climate resilience, 
water systems, and environmental challenges. 
Examples include environmental scientists, water 
treatment operators, and urban planners. 

 

What this means practically: Some green jobs are new. Some existing jobs are changing because 
sustainability skills are now expected. Some traditional jobs are simply in higher demand because of 
how infrastructure, regulation, and resource challenges are evolving. 

Ed2S Career Builder 

Sustainability is not one job. It is a lens that can be applied to many jobs. 

 

An engineer who reduces process waste, a business analyst who tracks supply chain 

emissions, a teacher who designs environmental curriculum, and a data scientist who 

builds a carbon dashboard are all doing sustainability work. 
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Why Sustainability Careers Matter Now 

 

The growth of sustainability-related careers is backed by research from government agencies, 
international organizations, and workforce analysts. Here is a summary of verified, research-backed 
data: 

76M 
Global energy jobs in 

2024 (IEA, 2025) 

16.6M+ 
Global renewable energy 
jobs in 2024 (IRENA/ILO, 

2025) 

142K+ 
U.S. clean energy jobs 
added in 2023 (DOE, 

2024) 

4.2% 
U.S. clean energy job 

growth rate 2023 (DOE, 
2024) 

Global and U.S. Workforce Trends 

• According to the International Energy Agency's World Energy Employment 2025 report, global 
energy employment reached 76 million jobs in 2024, growing at 2.2%, outpacing overall global 
job growth of 1.3%. 

• The IRENA and International Labour Organization Renewable Energy and Jobs Annual Review 
2025 reports that renewable energy employment reached at least 16.6 million jobs globally in 
2024. 

• The U.S. Department of Energy's 2024 U.S. Energy and Employment Report found that clean 
energy jobs in the U.S. grew by approximately 142,000 jobs in 2023, more than half of all new 
energy-sector jobs that year, at a growth rate of roughly 4.2%, approximately twice the overall 
U.S. employment growth rate. 

• The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects wind turbine service technicians and solar photovoltaic 
installers as the two fastest-growing U.S. occupations by percentage from 2024 to 2034, at 
approximately 50% and 42% respectively. 

 

Be Smart With Career Data 

Growth rate is not the same as total job openings. A fast percentage growth can still 

represent a relatively small total workforce. 

 

Median pay is not starting pay, it includes experienced workers. 

National data may not match your local job market. 

Projections are estimates, not guarantees. 

Skills, experience, location, and education requirements still shape outcomes. 

 

Use data as context, not as a promise. 

What This Means for Students 

These numbers do not mean every sustainability job is easy to get or well-paying. They mean that 
sustainability-related skills, energy systems, resource efficiency, emissions reporting, environmental 
compliance, data analysis, and infrastructure, are becoming more relevant across many industries. 

Students who combine technical skills with communication, project experience, and a clear career 
direction will be better positioned than those who rely on passion alone. 

Many sustainability-related fields are growing, but growth varies by role, region, industry, and skill level. 
Students should research their specific target occupations, local markets, and educational requirements 
carefully. 
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The Big Myth: You Need an Environmental Science Degree 

 

MYTH 

I need to major in 
environmental science to 
work in sustainability. 

TRUTH 

Almost every major can connect to sustainability. The field 
spans engineering, business, policy, education, data, 
design, health, communications, and more. 

 

Majors and Their Sustainability Connections 

Major or Field Sustainability Connection Example Career Roles 

Chemical Engineering Cleaner processes, water treatment, 
battery recycling, emissions reduction, 
green chemistry 

Process engineer, environmental 
engineer, battery recycling engineer, air 
quality engineer 

Business / Supply Chain Sustainable supply chain, ESG 
reporting, operations, procurement, 
product strategy 

Sustainability analyst, ESG associate, 
supply chain analyst, circular economy 
specialist 

Computer Science / Data Energy analytics, emissions 
dashboards, climate tech, GIS, AI tools 
for sustainability 

Energy data analyst, climate data 
analyst, sustainability software analyst, 
GIS specialist 

Education / 
Communications 

Curriculum design, outreach, student 
programs, environmental literacy, 
storytelling 

Environmental educator, program 
coordinator, curriculum designer, 
outreach specialist 

Policy / Public 
Administration 

Regulation, planning, public systems, 
climate resilience, environmental 
justice 

Policy analyst, urban planner, 
environmental compliance specialist, 
grant writer 

Design / Architecture Green buildings, sustainable materials, 
product design, adaptive reuse 

Green building specialist, sustainable 
designer, LEED project assistant, 
materials analyst 

Biology / Environmental 
Science 

Water quality, conservation, toxicology, 
field research, ecological monitoring 

Environmental scientist, conservation 
scientist, water quality specialist, field 
technician 

Health / Public Health Environmental health, air and water 
safety, climate and health equity, 
community outreach 

Environmental health specialist, 
community resilience planner, public 
health educator 

 

Student Action Step 

Write down your current major (or 2-3 you are considering). 

Then look at the table above and find your row. 

In the next section, we will map your specific major to career zones, job titles, and projects. 
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The Sustainability Career Map: 8 Career Zones 

 

Sustainability careers exist across eight major zones. Every zone has entry-level opportunities, multiple 
career directions, and project ideas you can start building now. 

Zone 1: Clean Energy & Grid 

Roles: Solar installer, wind tech, energy analyst, 
power systems engineer, grid analyst 
Majors: Engineering, physics, data, construction 
Key Skills: Energy systems, data analysis, GIS, 
project management 

Zone 2: Engineering & Sustainable 
Manufacturing 

Roles: Environmental engineer, process engineer, 
materials engineer, industrial engineer 
Majors: ChemE, MechE, IndustrialE, MaterialsE 
Key Skills: Mass/energy balance, process sim, waste 
reduction 

Zone 3: Water, Waste & Circular 
Economy 

Roles: Waste coordinator, recycling manager, water 
specialist, circular economy analyst 
Majors: EnvSci, ChemE, Business, Education 
Key Skills: Waste audits, material flows, public 
education 

Zone 4: Business, ESG & Sustainable 
Finance 

Roles: Sustainability analyst, ESG analyst, supply 
chain analyst, corporate responsibility associate 
Majors: Business, finance, accounting, operations 
Key Skills: Excel, reporting, Scope 1/2/3, supply chain 

Zone 5: Policy, Planning & Government 

Roles: Policy analyst, urban planner, compliance 
specialist, government affairs, grant writer 
Majors: Policy, public admin, law, geography 
Key Skills: Research, GIS, writing, stakeholder 
engagement 

Zone 6: Education, Nonprofit & 
Community Impact 

Roles: Environmental educator, program coordinator, 
curriculum designer, outreach specialist 
Majors: Education, communications, sociology, any 
major 
Key Skills: Teaching, event planning, storytelling, 
grant writing 

Zone 7: Data, AI & Climate Tech 

Roles: Energy data analyst, climate analyst, GIS 
analyst, sustainability software analyst 
Majors: CS, data science, math, engineering 
Key Skills: Python, SQL, GIS, dashboards, emissions 
data 

Zone 8: Food, Agriculture & 
Conservation 

Roles: Conservation scientist, food systems analyst, 
sustainable agriculture specialist, field technician 
Majors: Biology, ecology, agriculture, environmental 
science 
Key Skills: Field data, GIS, ecology, scientific writing 

 

Career Tip 

You do not have to pick just one zone. Many sustainability professionals work at the 

intersection of two or three zones throughout their careers. 

 

A chemical engineer might move from Zone 2 (Engineering) into Zone 4 (Business/ESG). 

A data analyst might bridge Zone 7 (Data/Tech) and Zone 4 (Business/Finance). 

A teacher might work across Zone 6 (Education) and Zone 3 (Water/Waste). 
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1 
Career Pathway: Clean Energy & Grid 

Renewable energy, efficiency, grid modernization, battery storage, electrification 

 

Clean energy careers involve renewable energy generation, energy efficiency, grid 
modernization, battery storage, building electrification, and power infrastructure. This sector is 
one of the fastest growing in the U.S. economy and connects to engineering, data, policy, and 
operations. 

 

Example Roles 

• Solar PV installer 

• Wind turbine technician 

• Renewable energy 
engineer 

• Energy analyst 

• Energy efficiency 
consultant 

• Power systems engineer 

• Battery storage engineer 

• Grid modernization 
analyst 

• Building energy analyst 

Core Skills 

• Energy systems 
fundamentals 

• Electricity and circuits 
basics 

• Data analysis and Excel 

• Safety protocols 

• Project management 

• GIS and mapping 

• Energy modeling 
software 

• Utility bill analysis 

• Technical 
communication 

Student Project Ideas 

• Campus solar feasibility 
study 

• Home or dorm energy 
audit 

• Battery storage 
technology comparison 

• Energy use dashboard 

• Solar payback calculator 

• LED lighting savings 
estimate 

• Electric vehicle charging 
map 

 

Research-Backed Insight 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects wind turbine service technicians and solar 

photovoltaic installers as the two fastest-growing U.S. occupations by percentage 
growth 

from 2024 to 2034, at approximately 50% and 42% respectively. 

 

Important context: Percentage growth rates reflect change relative to a small 
baseline. 

Students should also compare total annual openings, education requirements, 
median pay, 

geographic availability, and long-term career fit before targeting a specific role. 

 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook Handbook (2024) 
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2 

Career Pathway: Engineering & Sustainable 
Manufacturing 

Process efficiency, waste reduction, water treatment, emissions control, green 
materials 

 

Engineering and manufacturing careers can improve sustainability through smarter process 
design, waste minimization, water treatment, cleaner materials, emissions reduction, heat 
recovery, recycling system design, and product lifecycle thinking. This pathway is ideal for 
students with technical training. 

Example Roles 

• Environmental engineer 

• Process engineer 

• Chemical engineer 

• Manufacturing engineer 

• Industrial engineer 

• Materials engineer 

• Water treatment 
engineer 

• Air quality engineer 

• Battery recycling 
engineer 

• Sustainable packaging 
engineer 

• Facilities engineer 

Core Skills 

• Mass and energy 
balances 

• Process simulation 
(Aspen, MATLAB) 

• Water treatment 
principles 

• Waste minimization 

• Air emissions basics 

• Life cycle thinking 

• Lean manufacturing 

• Root cause analysis 

• Process safety 

• Data analysis 

• Technical writing 

Student Project Ideas 

• Water treatment process 
design 

• Waste heat recovery 
analysis 

• Process efficiency case 
study 

• Battery recycling process 
map 

• Plastic alternatives 
comparison 

• Manufacturing waste 
reduction proposal 

• Energy balance of a 
production system 

 

Research-Backed Insight 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook Handbook, 
environmental 

engineers had a 2024 median annual wage of approximately $104,170 and are 
projected to 

grow 4% from 2024 to 2034. 

 

Note: Median wages reflect the midpoint for all workers in this role, including those 
with 

years of experience. Entry-level salaries vary by sector, location, and employer. 

 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook Handbook (2024) 
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3 
Career Pathway: Water, Waste & Circular Economy 

Landfill reduction, recycling, composting, water conservation, circular systems 

 

This pathway focuses on reducing landfill waste, improving recycling and composting 
infrastructure, conserving water resources, and redesigning systems to keep materials in use 
longer. It spans technical, operational, educational, and policy functions. 

Example Roles 

• Waste reduction 
coordinator 

• Circular economy 
analyst 

• Recycling program 
manager 

• Compost program 
coordinator 

• Water quality specialist 

• Water resources 
engineer 

• Zero waste consultant 

• Materials recovery 
analyst 

• Sustainable product 
specialist 

Core Skills 

• Waste auditing 

• Material flow analysis 

• Water quality testing 

• Public education and 
behavior change 

• Data tracking and 
reporting 

• Vendor research and 
procurement 

• Operations management 

• Program design and 
evaluation 

• Community 
communication 

Student Project Ideas 

• Campus waste audit 

• Reusable container 
program proposal 

• Food waste reduction 
plan 

• Water conservation 
calculator 

• Circular product redesign 

• Composting education 
campaign 

• Battery recycling 
awareness campaign 

• Plastic-free event guide 

 

Ed2S Connection 

This pathway connects closely with Ed2S education products and initiatives, 
including 

the 30-Day Zero Waste Challenge, Low-Waste Kitchen Kit, Sustainable Habit 
Tracker, 

and student innovation campaigns focused on reducing everyday waste. 

 

Students interested in this zone can connect their academic work directly to real 

Ed2S content, campaigns, and sustainability education materials. 
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4 

Career Pathway: Business, ESG & Sustainable Finance 

Impact measurement, risk management, reporting, supply chains, responsible 
strategy 

 

Business sustainability careers help organizations measure environmental and social impact, 
reduce operational and reputational risk, manage supply chains responsibly, improve 
transparency through reporting, and design products and strategies for long-term value. 

Example Roles 

• Sustainability analyst 

• ESG analyst 

• Corporate responsibility 
associate 

• Sustainable supply chain 
analyst 

• Sustainability reporting 
associate 

• Climate risk analyst 

• Sustainable finance 
analyst 

• Procurement analyst 

• Operations analyst 

Core Skills 

• Excel and data 
visualization 

• Sustainability reporting 
basics 

• Scope 1, 2, and 3 
emissions 

• Materiality and 
stakeholder mapping 

• Supply chain analysis 

• Business and technical 
writing 

• Cost-benefit analysis 

• Market research 

• KPI tracking and 
dashboards 

Student Project Ideas 

• Mock sustainability 
report 

• ESG competitor 
comparison 

• Scope 1 and 2 emissions 
estimate 

• Supplier sustainability 
scorecard 

• Circular business model 
canvas 

• Sustainable product 
launch plan 

• Nonprofit donation 
strategy analysis 

 

Research-Backed Insight 

The U.S. EPA Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (GHGRP) requires 
approximately 8,000 

facilities and suppliers to report greenhouse gas data annually, and that data is 
made 

publicly available. This creates demand for analysts who can interpret and act on 
emissions 

data. 

 

The GHG Protocol provides widely adopted standards for corporate emissions 
accounting, 

including Scope 1 (direct emissions), Scope 2 (purchased energy), and Scope 3 
(value 

chain emissions). Understanding these frameworks is a practical skill for business 
students. 

 

Sources: U.S. EPA GHGRP; GHG Protocol Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) 
Standard 
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5 

Career Pathway: Policy, Planning & Government 

Regulations, community systems, public investment, planning, environmental 
compliance 

 

Policy and planning careers help design the rules, programs, public investments, and 
community systems that shape sustainability outcomes at the local, state, and national level. 
These roles sit at the intersection of systems thinking, communication, and public service. 

Example Roles 

• Environmental policy 
analyst 

• Climate policy analyst 

• Urban planner 

• Transportation planner 

• Climate resilience 
planner 

• Water policy analyst 

• Environmental 
compliance specialist 

• Government affairs 
specialist 

• Grant writer 

• Public affairs associate 

Core Skills 

• Policy research and 
analysis 

• Persuasive and technical 
writing 

• GIS and spatial analysis 

• Public speaking and 
facilitation 

• Cost-benefit analysis 

• Community engagement 

• Regulatory literacy 

• Stakeholder mapping 

• Grant research and 
proposal writing 

Student Project Ideas 

• Local climate action plan 
summary 

• Public transit 
improvement proposal 

• Urban heat island 
analysis and map 

• Policy brief on food 
waste, water, or clean 
energy 

• Grant proposal for a 
student sustainability 
program 

• City sustainability 
comparison 

• Environmental justice 
mapping project 

 

Career Tip 

Policy careers are well-suited for students who enjoy writing, systems analysis, 

public service, and big-picture problem solving. You do not need a political science 

degree, environmental studies, public health, geography, economics, engineering, 

and communications students all enter this field. 

 

Strong writers with research skills and the ability to explain complex topics clearly 

are consistently valued in government, nonprofit, and advocacy settings. 
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6 

Career Pathway: Education, Nonprofit & Community 
Impact 
Teaching, outreach, curriculum, student programs, community change 

 

Education and nonprofit sustainability careers focus on helping people understand problems, 
build skills, take action, and drive change in schools, communities, and organizations. This 
pathway values communication, creativity, and connection. 

Example Roles 

• Environmental educator 

• Program coordinator 

• Curriculum designer 

• Nonprofit outreach 
coordinator 

• STEM educator 

• Sustainability workshop 
facilitator 

• Community engagement 
specialist 

• Grant coordinator 

• Student program 
manager 

• Social impact content 
creator 

Core Skills 

• Teaching and facilitation 

• Workshop and 
curriculum design 

• Event planning and 
coordination 

• Social media education 
strategy 

• Program evaluation 

• Public speaking 

• Volunteer coordination 

• Storytelling and content 
creation 

• Grant writing 

Student Project Ideas 

• 30-day sustainability 
challenge 

• Classroom lesson plan 

• Community sustainability 
workshop 

• Student innovation 
competition 

• Educational video or 
social media series 

• School zero-waste 
campaign 

• Career guide for 
students 

• Sustainable habit tracker 

 

Ed2S Connection 

This is a core Ed2S pathway. Education2Success exists to connect education, 

sustainability, innovation, and student opportunity. 

 

Students in this pathway can build real portfolio work through Ed2S content 

campaigns, education challenges, student programs, and curriculum design. 

Your work in this zone can directly reflect the mission of Ed2S. 
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7 
Career Pathway: Data, AI & Climate Tech 

Analytics, dashboards, models, automation, and software for sustainability 

 

Data, AI, and climate tech careers use software, analytics, dashboards, models, and 
automation to understand and solve sustainability problems. Students with technical 
backgrounds who also communicate well are especially valued in this growing area. 

Example Roles 

• Energy data analyst 

• Climate data analyst 

• GIS analyst 

• Sustainability software 
analyst 

• Smart building analyst 

• Carbon accounting 
software analyst 

• Data visualization 
specialist 

• Climate risk analyst 

• Product analyst (climate 
tech) 

Core Skills 

• Python and data analysis 

• Excel and Google 
Sheets 

• SQL for data querying 

• Power BI and Tableau 

• GIS and mapping tools 

• Data cleaning and 
preparation 

• Dashboard design and 
storytelling 

• Emissions data 
frameworks 

• APIs and public datasets 

Student Project Ideas 

• Energy use dashboard 
(Excel or Power BI) 

• Waste tracking app 
concept 

• Carbon footprint 
calculator 

• Climate risk map using 
public data 

• EPA emissions data 
analysis project 

• Building energy 
visualization 

• Transportation emissions 
comparison 

 

Research-Backed Insight 

The World Economic Forum Future of Jobs Report 2025 is based on input from 
more 

than 1,000 employers representing over 14 million workers across 22 industry 
clusters 

and 55 economies. It highlights that technology, AI, data skills, and green transition 

trends are reshaping employer demands significantly. 

 

The report notes that skill gaps are a major barrier to workforce transformation. 

Students who combine technical data skills with communication and sustainability 

knowledge are addressing one of the most important workforce gaps. 

 

Source: World Economic Forum, Future of Jobs Report 2025 
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8 
Career Pathway: Food, Agriculture & Conservation 

Land, water, biodiversity, food systems, ecological protection, and conservation 

 

This pathway focuses on protecting natural systems, land, water, food systems, biodiversity, 
forests, and ecological health. Careers span field science, community education, data analysis, 
policy, and sustainable agriculture. Many roles involve hands-on work in diverse environments. 

Example Roles 

• Conservation scientist 

• Food systems analyst 

• Sustainable agriculture 
specialist 

• Environmental scientist 

• Agricultural educator 

• Biodiversity specialist 

• Park naturalist 

• Soil and water 
conservationist 

• Food waste coordinator 

• Environmental field 
technician 

Core Skills 

• Ecology and field work 

• Field data collection 

• GIS and spatial analysis 

• Food systems 
knowledge 

• Soil and water science 
basics 

• Community outreach and 
education 

• Research design and 
writing 

• Sampling methods 

• Scientific communication 

Student Project Ideas 

• Food waste reduction 
study 

• Local biodiversity guide 

• Campus garden 
proposal 

• Sustainable agriculture 
research brief 

• Soil health explainer 

• Community compost 
map 

• Pollinator garden plan 

• Watershed health report 

 

Career Tip 

Conservation and ecology roles often require field experience. Volunteer work, 

internships with parks, water districts, or conservation organizations, and 

independent field projects can help build this early. 

 

Data skills are increasingly valuable in this zone. Students who combine field 

science with GIS, data visualization, or remote sensing are highly competitive. 
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Engineering Majors Career Guide 

Relevant Majors 

• Chemical Engineering 

• Civil Engineering 

• Mechanical Engineering 

• Electrical Engineering 

• Environmental Engineering 

• Industrial Engineering 

• Materials Science & Engineering 

• Manufacturing Engineering 

Sustainability Career Directions 

• Clean energy systems and grid infrastructure 

• Water treatment and environmental engineering 

• Battery and materials recycling 

• Process optimization and waste reduction 

• Sustainable manufacturing and lean systems 

• Grid electrification and power systems 

• Air quality engineering and emissions control 

• Green buildings and HVAC systems 

• Circular materials and product lifecycle 

Resume Keywords to Develop 

Process optimization   |   Energy efficiency   |   Mass balance   |   Life cycle assessment   |   Water 
treatment   |   Process safety   |   Emissions reduction   |   Waste minimization   |   Root cause analysis   |   
Aspen Plus   |   MATLAB   |   Python   |   AutoCAD   |   GIS 

Portfolio Project Ideas 

• Design a water treatment system using mass balance calculations 

• Model battery recycling material flows and recovery rates 

• Perform a campus or facility energy audit 

• Compare reusable vs. single-use products using life cycle thinking 

• Build a process simulation with sustainability metrics in Aspen or MATLAB 

• Create a waste heat recovery proposal for a manufacturing process 

• Analyze a production process for energy and material efficiency improvements 
 

Research-Backed Insight 

Environmental engineers had a 2024 median pay of approximately $104,170 per year 

according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook Handbook, and the 

occupation is projected to grow 4% from 2024 to 2034. 

 

Logisticians, who manage supply chains and can apply sustainability to transportation, 

procurement, waste reduction, and circular economy work, are projected to grow 17% 

from 2024 to 2034 with approximately 26,400 annual openings. 

 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook Handbook (2024) 
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Business Majors Career Guide 

Relevant Majors 

• Business Administration 

• Marketing 

• Finance 

• Accounting 

• Operations Management 

• Supply Chain Management 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Management 

Sustainability Career Directions 

• Sustainable supply chain and procurement 

• Corporate sustainability and ESG reporting 

• Sustainable marketing and brand strategy 

• Circular economy and product strategy 

• Green product development and launch 

• Impact startups and social entrepreneurship 

• Sustainable finance and impact investing 

• Nonprofit operations and development 

• Donor strategy and nonprofit management 

Resume Keywords to Develop 

Stakeholder engagement   |   Sustainability reporting   |   Supplier analysis   |   Market research   |   Cost-
benefit analysis   |   KPI tracking   |   Excel and dashboards   |   Procurement strategy   |   Operations   |   
Customer behavior   |   Brand strategy   |   Circular economy 

Portfolio Project Ideas 

• Create a sustainable product launch plan with market analysis 

• Build a supplier sustainability scorecard with evaluation criteria 

• Analyze a company's published sustainability report 

• Create a donation or fundraising campaign strategy for a nonprofit 

• Design a circular business model canvas for a product category 

• Compare sustainable packaging options for a product line 

• Build a market analysis for a green product or service 

Career Tip 

Business sustainability roles often require both analytical skills and communication 

skills. Employers want people who can gather data, create reports, and explain findings 

to non-technical stakeholders. 

 

Strong Excel skills, the ability to read and interpret sustainability reports, and 

familiarity with GHG Protocol Scope 1, 2, and 3 concepts are increasingly valued 

across corporate sustainability, ESG, and supply chain roles. 
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Science Majors Career Guide 

Relevant Majors 

• Environmental Science 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Geology 

• Ecology 

• Physics 

• Public Health Science 

Sustainability Career Directions 

• Environmental monitoring and compliance 

• Water quality analysis and testing 

• Toxicology and chemical risk assessment 

• Climate and atmospheric science 

• Conservation and biodiversity research 

• Laboratory analysis and quality control 

• Environmental consulting 

• Air quality monitoring 

• Soil and contamination science 

Resume Keywords to Develop 

Field sampling   |   Data analysis   |   Lab techniques   |   Environmental monitoring   |   Quality control   |   
Research design   |   Scientific writing   |   Field work and data collection   |   Water quality testing   |   
Contaminant assessment   |   Ecological survey 

Portfolio Project Ideas 

• Water quality sampling plan with data collection protocol 

• PFAS or emerging contaminant research brief 

• Biodiversity observation or citizen science project 

• Air quality data analysis using public EPA monitoring data 

• Soil contamination case study from a local site 

• Local watershed health and runoff report 

• Environmental education one-pager for a community audience 
 

Career Tip 

Field and lab experience are critical in science careers. Volunteer with research labs, 

environmental nonprofits, water districts, or city monitoring programs early. 

 

Technical writing is consistently cited as a gap in science graduates. 

Practice writing clear, accurate summaries for non-specialist audiences. 

This skill translates directly to reports, proposals, and stakeholder communication. 
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Policy, Public Administration & Pre-Law Career Guide 

Relevant Majors 

• Political Science 

• Public Administration 

• Public Policy 

• Urban Studies 

• Pre-Law 

• Environmental Studies 

• Geography 

• Economics 

Sustainability Career Directions 

• Environmental and climate policy analysis 

• Water policy and watershed governance 

• Public planning and zoning 

• Environmental compliance and permitting 

• Government affairs and legislative tracking 

• Grant writing and management 

• Urban resilience and climate adaptation 

• Transportation and land use policy 

• Environmental justice research and advocacy 

Resume Keywords to Develop 

Policy analysis   |   Regulatory research   |   Public comment processes   |   Stakeholder engagement   |   
Policy brief writing   |   Legislative tracking   |   Community outreach   |   Grant proposal development   |   
Public meeting facilitation   |   Program evaluation   |   GIS 

Portfolio Project Ideas 

• Write a policy brief on a local sustainability issue 

• Create a city-to-city sustainability comparison study 

• Draft a sample grant proposal for a student sustainability program 

• Write a public transit improvement proposal or memo 

• Develop an environmental justice mapping project using public data 

• Summarize a local climate action plan and evaluate its targets 

• Draft a water conservation or battery management policy memo 
 

Career Tip 

Policy and public administration roles often require strong writing, research, and the 

ability to synthesize complex information for decision-makers. 

 

Internships with city offices, state agencies, environmental nonprofits, or planning 

departments are among the most effective early-career moves in this zone. 
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Education & Communications Majors Career Guide 

Relevant Majors 

• Education 

• Communications 

• Journalism 

• English 

• Public Relations 

• Sociology 

• Psychology 

• Liberal Arts 

Sustainability Career Directions 

• Environmental education and curriculum design 

• Sustainability content creation and storytelling 

• Science communication and media 

• Nonprofit outreach and community programs 

• Social media education and campaigns 

• Corporate sustainability training 

• Student engagement and peer education 

• Public awareness and behavior change campaigns 

Resume Keywords to Develop 

Curriculum design   |   Workshop facilitation   |   Public speaking   |   Content creation   |   Program 
coordination   |   Student engagement   |   Lesson planning   |   Social media strategy   |   Audience 
education   |   Storytelling   |   Video and multimedia production 

Portfolio Project Ideas 

• Design a 5-lesson sustainability curriculum for a specific grade or audience 

• Build a social media education campaign on a sustainability topic 

• Create a school zero-waste challenge with materials and tracking 

• Write and present a student sustainability workshop 

• Write a public-facing sustainability guide for a community audience 

• Build a sustainability newsletter or content series 

• Organize a campus or community awareness event with documented outcomes 

 

Career Tip 

Communication students bring a critical skill to sustainability work: the ability to 

make complex topics understandable and motivating to everyday audiences. 

 

Build a portfolio of education-focused content, lesson plans, social posts, scripts, 

one-pagers, and campaigns. Employers in nonprofits, government, and corporate 

sustainability consistently need people who can communicate impact clearly. 
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Computer Science, Data & Information Systems Career Guide 

Relevant Majors 

• Computer Science 

• Data Science 

• Information Systems 

• Statistics 

• Mathematics 

• Engineering (with data focus) 

Sustainability Career Directions 

• Energy analytics and utility data management 

• Climate and emissions tech platforms 

• Sustainability reporting software and dashboards 

• AI tools for environmental analysis 

• Smart building and IoT systems 

• GIS and geospatial sustainability analysis 

• Carbon accounting and tracking software 

• Data visualization for sustainability KPIs 

• Automation and efficiency optimization 

Resume Keywords to Develop 

Python   |   SQL   |   REST APIs   |   Data visualization   |   Machine learning basics   |   Geospatial analysis   
|   Data cleaning   |   Emissions data frameworks   |   Power BI   |   Tableau   |   Cloud platforms   |   
Automation scripting 

Portfolio Project Ideas 

• Build an emissions calculator that estimates Scope 2 emissions from energy use data 

• Create an energy use dashboard using publicly available utility or EPA data 

• Analyze public EPA greenhouse gas reporting data for trends and patterns 

• Map urban heat islands using satellite data and GIS tools 

• Build an AI-assisted sustainability research assistant concept or prototype 

• Create a recycling facility locator or sustainability resource map 

• Develop a waste-tracking spreadsheet or simple app prototype 

 

Career Tip 

Data and CS students have a significant advantage in sustainability roles because 

many organizations have sustainability goals but lack the tools and talent to 

measure and communicate progress effectively. 

 

Combine your technical skills with sustainability literacy, learn Scope 1, 2, and 3 

basics, understand GHG Protocol frameworks, and practice communicating your 

findings to non-technical audiences. That combination is highly marketable. 
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Design, Architecture & Construction Career Guide 

Relevant Majors 

• Architecture 

• Interior Design 

• Landscape Architecture 

• Urban Design 

• Construction Management 

• Industrial Design 

• Product Design 

Sustainability Career Directions 

• Green building design and LEED certification projects 

• Sustainable architecture and passive design 

• Construction waste reduction and material selection 

• Adaptive reuse and building retrofits 

• Product design for circularity and durability 

• Building energy performance and modeling 

• Interior sustainability and indoor air quality 

• Low-waste construction management 

Resume Keywords to Develop 

LEED certification basics   |   Energy modeling   |   Sustainable building materials   |   Waste reduction 
planning   |   Design thinking   |   CAD and Revit   |   Construction management   |   Material life cycle 
basics   |   Indoor air quality   |   Passive design principles 

Portfolio Project Ideas 

• Redesign a campus building or space for green building principles 

• Complete a LEED checklist review for an existing building 

• Create a material comparison board for sustainable alternatives 

• Perform a tiny home or small structure sustainability analysis 

• Develop a construction waste reduction plan for a student project 

• Analyze a passive design case study (natural light, airflow, insulation) 

• Design a sustainable campus building concept with energy modeling 

 

Career Tip 

LEED Green Associate is a beginner-accessible green building credential with no 

prerequisites, a 100-question exam format, and a listed student exam fee of $100. 

It is relevant for architecture, design, and construction students who want to 

signal sustainability awareness to employers. 

 

Always verify current fees, eligibility, and employer relevance before registering. 

Source: USGBC LEED Green Associate credential page. 
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Health, Public Health & Human Services Career Guide 

Relevant Majors 

• Public Health 

• Health Sciences 

• Nursing 

• Social Work 

• Human Services 

• Community Health 

• Pre-Med 

Sustainability Career Directions 

• Environmental health and toxicology 

• Climate and community health planning 

• Air pollution and respiratory health 

• Water safety and contamination 

• Food systems and food security 

• Community resilience and disaster preparedness 

• Heat risk and climate adaptation outreach 

• Health equity and environmental justice 

• Community health education 

Resume Keywords to Develop 

Risk communication   |   Community outreach   |   Data analysis   |   Environmental exposure assessment   
|   Program evaluation   |   Health equity framing   |   Public health education   |   Survey design   |   
Workshop facilitation   |   Environmental health literacy 

Portfolio Project Ideas 

• Design a heat risk public awareness and education campaign 

• Write an air quality and public health brief for a local community 

• Create a water contamination explainer for a non-technical audience 

• Develop a food insecurity and food waste reduction community project 

• Build a community resilience resource guide for extreme weather events 

• Create a climate and health infographic for social media or outreach use 

 

Career Tip 

Public health students bring a crucial lens to sustainability: the human impact 

of environmental systems. Environmental health, climate resilience, and health 

equity are growing areas within state and local government, hospitals, nonprofits, 

and federal agencies like the EPA, CDC, and HHS. 

 

Combining public health training with sustainability literacy and data skills 

creates a highly differentiated profile. 
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Undecided Students: Career Pathway Finder 

 

You do not need to have your whole career figured out. Most students do not, and that 
is okay. What you need right now is a direction: a starting point, a few job titles to 
research, and one skill to build. 

Use the pathway finder below to identify which career zones feel most aligned with how you 
naturally think, what energizes you, and where you want to grow. 

IF: You like building systems, designing solutions, solving technical problems, or 
working with data and materials... 

Explore: Engineering, Energy, Manufacturing, Water, and Climate Tech (Zones 
1, 2, 3, 7) 

IF: You like numbers, strategy, organizational decisions, cost analysis, or business 
models... 

Explore: Sustainable Business, ESG, Supply Chain, Finance, and Operations 
(Zone 4) 

IF: You like writing, public systems, law, government, and community-level decision-
making... 

Explore: Policy, Planning, Government, and Environmental Compliance (Zone 
5) 

IF: You like teaching, communication, storytelling, and helping people understand 
big ideas... 

Explore: Education, Nonprofit, Curriculum Design, and Outreach (Zone 6) 

IF: You like coding, maps, dashboards, data analysis, or technology solutions... 

Explore: Climate Tech, Energy Analytics, GIS, AI, and Carbon Accounting 
Software (Zone 7) 

IF: You like nature, food, conservation, field work, and ecological systems... 

Explore: Environmental Science, Conservation, Food Systems, and 
Agriculture (Zone 8) 

 

Student Action Step 

Circle the 2 or 3 pathways that feel most aligned with you. 

Then turn to the Career Pathway Match Worksheet on the next page 

and fill it out. That is your starting point. 
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Career Pathway Match Worksheet 
 

Use this worksheet to begin mapping your interests, skills, and goals to specific career directions. 
Return to this page as you work through the guide. 

My major or possible major(s): 

 

 

My top 3 interests or topics I find most engaging: 

 

 

Three sustainability problems I care most about: 

 

 

 

Skills I already have (coursework, jobs, projects, volunteering): 

 

 

Skills I want to build this semester: 

 

 

My top 3 career zones from the Career Map: 

 

 

Top 5 job titles I want to research: 

 

 

Top 3 portfolio project ideas I could realistically build: 

 

 

10 companies, nonprofits, agencies, or organizations I want to explore: 

 

 

One specific action I will take THIS WEEK: 

 

 

Remember 

This worksheet is a starting point, not a final answer. 

Career paths shift as you learn more, build more, and meet more people. 

The goal is to take a clear next step, not to have everything figured out. 
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The Green Skills Employers Look For 

 

Sustainability employers across industries do not all need the same skills, but there are consistent 
patterns. Strong candidates combine technical knowledge with data ability, communication, and 
professional judgment. 

Ed2S Career Builder 

A strong sustainability candidate is not only someone who cares. 

A strong candidate can learn, measure, communicate, and build. 

 

Build evidence, not just awareness. 

 

Technical Skills Data Skills Business Skills Communication Leadership 

• Energy efficiency 
• Water treatment 
• Waste reduction 
• Life cycle 
assessment 
• Carbon accounting 
• Renewable energy 
• Environmental 
compliance 
• Sustainable 
materials 
• Green building 
• Circular economy 

• Excel & Sheets 
• Python 
• SQL 
• Power BI 
• Tableau 
• GIS and mapping 
• Dashboard design 
• Data storytelling 
• Data cleaning 
• Public datasets 

• Cost-benefit 
analysis 
• Supply chain 
analysis 
• Project 
management 
• Sustainability 
reporting 
• Procurement 
• Market research 
• KPI tracking 
• Operations 
• Stakeholder 
engagement 

• Public speaking 
• Technical writing 
• Teaching & 
facilitation 
• Social media 
education 
• Grant writing 
• Presentation design 
• Simplifying 
complexity 
• Interviewing 
• Storytelling 

• Teamwork 
• Initiative 
• Problem solving 
• Systems thinking 
• Ethical judgment 
• Resilience 
• Adaptability 
• Facilitation 
• Project ownership 

 

Beginner to Advanced Skill Ladder 

Skill Area Beginner Level Advanced Level 

Carbon Accounting Understand Scope 1, 2, and 3 
concepts 

Build a basic organizational 
emissions inventory 

Waste Reduction Categorize waste types and basic 
recycling 

Design and evaluate a zero-waste 
program 

Energy Read and interpret utility bills and 
kWh 

Model solar, storage, or efficiency 
upgrades 

Water Understand residential vs. 
commercial water use 

Design a conservation or treatment 
proposal 

Data Analysis Use Excel or Google Sheets 
effectively 

Use Python, SQL, GIS, or BI tools for 
sustainability datasets 

Communication Explain one sustainability issue 
clearly 

Present data-backed 
recommendations to stakeholders 
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Sustainability Skill-Building Worksheet 

 

Use this worksheet to plan how you will build one specific sustainability skill. Repeat this process for 
each skill you want to develop. 

Skill I want to build: 

 

 

 

Why this skill matters for my target career pathway: 

 

 

 

Free or low-cost resource I can use (course, book, dataset, tool): 

 

 

Project I will create to demonstrate this skill: 

 

 

 

Deadline I am setting for myself: 

 

 

Evidence I will put in my portfolio (report, dashboard, presentation, video): 

 

 

Resume bullet I can write after completing this: 

 

 

Person who can give me feedback on my work: 

 

 

 

Career Tip 

Free and low-cost resources for building sustainability skills include: 

EPA public datasets (epa.gov/open), EIA energy data (eia.gov), 

Google Data Analytics Certificate, Khan Academy, Coursera audit mode, 

OpenStreetMap and QGIS for GIS, and Python documentation + practice projects. 

 

The best resume bullet comes from a project you actually finished. 
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Why Projects Matter More Than Passion Statements 

 

Employers cannot evaluate passion by itself. They evaluate evidence. 

A project shows what a passion statement cannot, initiative, skill, problem-solving ability, 
communication, research quality, results orientation, and commitment to follow-through. 

What a Strong Project Demonstrates 

What Projects Prove Why Employers Value It 

Initiative You did not wait to be assigned. You 
identified a problem and acted. 

Skill You applied technical or analytical 
knowledge to a real challenge. 

Problem-Solving You worked through ambiguity, gathered 
data, and produced a result. 

Communication You translated findings into a deliverable 
someone else can understand. 

Research Ability You found credible sources, evaluated 
them, and used them correctly. 

Results Orientation You produced something measurable, a 
report, dashboard, proposal, or 
recommendation. 

Commitment You completed the work, not just started 
it. 

 

The Proof of Work Principle 

Proof of work means visible evidence that you can learn, build, analyze, and communicate. 

 

It can be a report, dashboard, presentation, video series, waste audit, proposal, 

case study, spreadsheet, design mockup, or portfolio page. 

 

Instead of saying 'I care about sustainability,' show a water conservation calculator, 

a solar feasibility study, a supply chain scorecard, or a sustainability education campaign. 

 

Projects are the bridge between education and employment. 
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The Sustainability Project Formula 

 

Every strong sustainability project follows a similar structure. Use this formula to plan, build, and 
present your work. 

Problem 
What issue, challenge, or question are you addressing? Why 
does it matter? Who is affected? 

Research 
What sources, data, reports, or observations informed your 
understanding? What did you read, measure, or observe? 

Action 
What did you actually create, design, analyze, calculate, test, 
or build? What tools did you use? 

Measurement 
What numbers, comparisons, estimates, or evidence did you 
collect? How did you evaluate success or impact? 

Recommendation 
Based on your research and analysis, what should be done 
next? What would you recommend if this were a real project? 

Reflection 
What did you learn? What was harder than expected? How 
does this connect to your career goals? 

 

Mini Example: Campus Plastic Waste Project 

Problem: Campus has high single-use plastic waste; students unsure what to do 
with it. 

 

Research: Observed waste bins for 5 days. Reviewed campus recycling signage. 
Noted contamination patterns. 

 

Action: Designed a reusable bottle awareness campaign with simple signage 
concepts. 

 

Measurement: Estimated avoided plastic bottles from increased refill station use 
over 30 days. 

 

Recommendation: Improve bin placement, update signage, and promote refill 
stations in orientation materials. 

 

Reflection: Learned that sustainability requires both physical infrastructure and 
behavior change design. 
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25 Student Sustainability Project Ideas 

 

These 25 projects are designed to be completed by students without professional experience. Each can 
be built using free tools, public data, and academic resources. 

# Project Title Best-Fit Majors Deliverable 

1 Campus Waste Audit EnvSci, Business, 
Education, Any 

Observation report, 
recommendation memo, 
signage concept 

2 Dorm Energy-Saving 
Challenge 

Engineering, Physics, 
Education, CS 

Challenge guide, tracking 
sheet, savings estimate 

3 Reusable Bottle Refill 
Station Proposal 

Engineering, Business, 
Urban Planning 

Proposal memo, cost 
comparison, 
implementation plan 

4 Food Waste Tracking 
Study 

Biology, Business, 
Nutrition, Education 

Data tracker, analysis 
summary, behavior change 
recommendations 

5 Local Composting 
Map 

EnvSci, Geography, 
Education, CS 

GIS map or spreadsheet 
directory, public-facing 
guide 

6 Battery Recycling 
Awareness Campaign 

Engineering, Education, 
Communications, Business 

Infographic, social post 
series, distribution plan 

7 Thrift vs. Fast Fashion 
Comparison 

Business, 
Communications, 
Sociology, Education 

Research brief, cost-per-
wear analysis, infographic 

8 Sustainable 
Transportation Map 

Urban Planning, CS, 
Geography, Engineering 

Map, mode comparison 
data, commuter resource 
guide 

9 Water-Saving 
Calculator 

Engineering, CS, 
Business, EnvSci 

Spreadsheet calculator, 
results dashboard, 
recommendations 

10 Green Building Case 
Study 

Architecture, Civil Eng, 
Business, Construction 

Case study report, LEED 
alignment review, 
recommendations 

11 Solar Feasibility Study Engineering, Physics, 
Business 

Feasibility memo, payback 
estimate, data summary 

12 EV vs. Gas Lifecycle 
Research Brief 

Engineering, Business, 
Chemistry 

Written brief, cost and 
emissions comparison, 
sources 

13 AI Energy Use 
Explainer 

CS, Communications, 
Education, Any 

One-pager, blog post, short 
video, or social series 
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14 Sustainable Product 
Redesign 

Business, Design, 
Engineering, Marketing 

Circular redesign concept, 
materials analysis, 
presentation 

15 Company ESG Report 
Comparison 

Business, Finance, 
Communications 

Comparison chart, analysis 
memo, recommendations 

16 Supply Chain 
Emissions Scorecard 

Business, Operations, 
Engineering 

Supplier scorecard tool, 
criteria matrix, scoring 
guide 

17 Community Garden 
Proposal 

EnvSci, Education, Public 
Health, Any 

Site proposal, resource 
plan, community outreach 
materials 

18 Environmental Policy 
Brief 

Policy, Public Admin, Pre-
Law, Education 

2-page policy brief, 
recommendations, sources 

19 PFAS Public 
Education One-Pager 

Chemistry, Biology, 
EnvSci, Communications 

One-pager, FAQ sheet, 
plain-language summary 

20 Plastic Alternatives 
Research 

Engineering, Business, 
Chemistry, Design 

Research brief, materials 
comparison, 
implementation notes 

21 Sustainable Event 
Planning Guide 

Business, Education, 
Hospitality, Any 

Step-by-step guide, 
checklist, vendor research 
template 

22 Carbon Footprint 
Dashboard 

CS, Data, Engineering, 
Business 

Interactive spreadsheet, 
chart summary, user 
instructions 

23 LinkedIn Sustainability 
Content Series 

Communications, Any 
Major 

5-10 planned LinkedIn 
posts with captions, 
visuals, metrics 

24 Grant Proposal for 
Student Sustainability 
Project 

Any Major Grant proposal draft, 
budget outline, evaluation 
plan 

25 Ed2S-Style Education 
Campaign 

Education, 
Communications, Any 

Campaign concept, 3 
pieces of content, 
distribution plan 
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Project Portfolio Template 

 

Use this template for each project you add to your portfolio. A completed portfolio entry is one of the 
most powerful career tools a student can have. 

Project Title: 

 

Career Pathway This Project Supports: 

 

Problem Addressed: 

 

 

Why This Problem Matters: 

 

 

Research Sources Used: 

 

 

Tools or Methods Used (Excel, Python, GIS, survey, observation, etc.): 

 

What I Built or Created (deliverable description): 

 

 

Data, Results, or Estimated Impact: 

 

 

Photos, Screenshots, or Visuals Included: 

 

What I Learned: 

 

 

How This Connects to My Career Goals: 

 

 

Resume Bullet I Can Write From This Project: 

 

Interview Story Summary (STAR format): 

 

Portfolio Link or File Location: 
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Example Portfolio Project 1: Campus Waste Audit 
 

Project Field Details 

Project Title Campus Waste Audit & Reduction Plan 

Career Pathway Water, Waste & Circular Economy; Education 
& Community Impact 

Problem Addressed Mixed waste bins showed high 
contamination. Students were unsure which 
items belonged in landfill, recycling, or 
compost streams. 

Research Method Observed waste bins for 5 days. Categorized 
common items. Reviewed campus recycling 
signage. Conducted informal student 
conversations about confusion patterns. 

Deliverable One-page recommendation memo. 
Infographic summary. Before-and-after 
signage concept with clearer visual sorting 
guides. 

Possible Impact Improved bin placement and signage. Better 
student sorting behavior. Reduced recycling 
contamination rate. More effective resource 
recovery. 

Resume Bullet Conducted a 5-day campus waste audit, 
categorized landfill and recycling 
contamination patterns, and developed a 
visual recommendation memo to improve 
student recycling behavior and reduce 
contamination. 

Interview Story Describe noticing a real problem, collecting 
systematic observations, organizing findings 
into patterns, and turning them into 
actionable recommendations. Highlight what 
you learned about behavior change vs. 
infrastructure. 

 

Example Portfolio Project 2: Energy Use Dashboard 

 

Project Field Details 

Project Title Dorm or Home Energy Use Dashboard 

Career Pathway Clean Energy & Grid; Data, AI & Climate 
Tech 

Tools Excel, Google Sheets, Power BI, Tableau, or 
Python 
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Problem Addressed Students and residents often do not 
understand when and how energy is 
consumed in their space. 

Research Method Collected sample energy-use or utility bill 
data. Organized monthly or weekly trends. 
Created charts. Identified high-use periods. 
Researched energy-saving behaviors. 

Deliverable Dashboard with usage trends. One-page 
summary. Recommendations for behavior-
based efficiency strategies. 

Resume Bullet Built an energy-use dashboard using monthly 
utility data to identify peak consumption 
patterns and recommend behavior-based 
efficiency strategies, demonstrating data 
visualization and energy literacy. 

 

Example Portfolio Project 3: Circular Business Case Study 

 

Project Field Details 

Project Title Circular Product Redesign Case Study 

Career Pathway Business, ESG & Sustainable Finance; 
Water, Waste & Circular Economy 

Problem Addressed Many consumer products follow a buy-use-
dispose model that generates avoidable 
waste. 

Research Method Selected a disposable product. Researched 
materials, cost, customer behavior, and end-
of-life issues. Compared reuse, refill, repair, 
and recycling models. 

Deliverable Written case study. Product redesign 
concept. Circular business model canvas 
with implementation barriers. 

Resume Bullet Developed a circular economy case study 
comparing disposable and reusable product 
models, including cost, waste volume, 
customer behavior, and implementation 
barriers, with recommendations for circular 
redesign. 
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How to Write Sustainability Resume Bullets 

 

A strong resume bullet shows what you did, how you did it, and why it mattered. Use this formula: 

Action Verb  +  What You Did  +  Tool or Method  +  Result, Purpose, or 
Impact 

Resume Bullet Examples by Strength 

WEAK Interested in sustainability. 

BETTER Researched sustainable packaging alternatives and summarized cost, durability, and 
waste tradeoffs for a student product design proposal. 

STRONG Analyzed 12 sustainable packaging alternatives using cost, material durability, and 
end-of-life criteria to recommend 3 feasible options for a campus product redesign 
proposal. 

WEAK Helped with recycling. 

STRONG Designed recycling education materials for a campus awareness campaign, 
translating waste-sorting guidelines into clear visual formats to reduce contamination 
and improve student recycling behavior. 

Resume Bullet Worksheet 

What sustainability problem did I work on? 

 

 

What action did I take? 

 

 

What tools, methods, or research did I use? 

 

 

What deliverable did I create? 

 

 

What changed, improved, or could improve? 

 

 

What number, scope, or timeline can I include? 

 

 

My final resume bullet: 

 

  



Education2Success  |  Careers That Build a Better Future ed2s.org 

Education2Success (Ed2S)  |  Learn. Build. Lead. Create Impact. Page 36 

LinkedIn Headline Builder & Profile Guide 

 

LinkedIn Headline Formula 

Student/Role  |  Field Interest  |  Skill or Impact Area  |  Proof or Goal 

 

Example Headlines by Major 

Major or Role Example LinkedIn Headline 

Chemical Engineering Chemical Engineering Graduate | 
Process Design, Sustainability & Water 
Treatment | Building Cleaner Systems 
Through Data and Engineering 

Business / Supply Chain Business Student | Sustainable Supply 
Chain & ESG Reporting | Interested in 
Circular Economy and Impact Strategy 

Environmental Science Environmental Science Student | Water 
Quality, Conservation & Climate 
Resilience | Research + Community 
Education 

Education / Communications Education Student | Sustainability 
Curriculum & Student Engagement | 
Helping Students Turn Awareness Into 
Action 

Data / CS Data Analyst | Energy, Emissions & 
Sustainability Dashboards | Python, 
Excel, and Climate Data 

Public Policy Public Policy Student | Climate Policy, 
Urban Planning & Community Resilience 
| Researching Practical Solutions 

 

LinkedIn About Section Template 

I am a [major/year/role] interested in [career area]. I care about [sustainability problem] because 
[reason]. 

Through my coursework, projects, and experiences, I have built skills in [skills]. 

I am currently working on [project, learning goal, or portfolio item]. 

I am seeking opportunities in [area] where I can contribute to [impact area] while continuing to grow 
as a [future role]. 
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Filled Example 

Sample LinkedIn About Section 

I am a business student interested in sustainable supply chain and corporate sustainability. 

I care about reducing waste because the way organizations buy, move, and dispose of 

products affects both cost and environmental impact. 

 

Through my coursework and projects, I have built skills in Excel, market research, 

supplier analysis, and presentation design. 

 

I am currently creating a supplier sustainability scorecard as a portfolio project. 

 

I am seeking internship opportunities where I can contribute to responsible operations, 

reporting, and circular economy solutions. 

 

LinkedIn Content Ideas for Students 

Post regularly about what you are learning, not just what you have accomplished. Sharing your process 
builds credibility and visibility. 

• What I learned from researching food waste or a sustainability topic 

• A sustainability project I built or am working on in class 

• My top 3 sustainability career interests and why 

• A company sustainability report I analyzed and what stood out 

• A simple explanation of Scope 1, Scope 2, and Scope 3 emissions 

• A career pathway in sustainability I did not know existed 

• A before-and-after update on a project I am building 

• A sustainability myth I used to believe, and what changed my thinking 

• A reflection after applying to internships or attending a career event 

 

Important Note 

Do not pretend to be an expert. Share what you are learning, what you researched, 

and what questions you are still exploring. 

 

Authenticity, consistency, and curiosity are more compelling than false confidence. 
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Sustainability Job Titles to Search 

 

Do not only search 'sustainability.' Search by problem, skill, and industry. Here is a bank of job titles 
organized by career zone. 

General 
Intern Titles 

Sustainability intern, Environmental intern, ESG intern, Corporate 
responsibility intern, Climate intern, Energy intern, Water intern, Waste 
reduction intern, Sustainability coordinator, Environmental coordinator 

Engineering 

Environmental engineering intern, Process engineering intern, Energy 
engineering intern, Manufacturing sustainability intern, Water resources 
intern, Air quality intern, Facilities engineering intern, Battery materials intern, 
Sustainable manufacturing intern 

Business & 
Finance 

Sustainable supply chain intern, ESG analyst intern, Operations intern, 
Procurement intern, Sustainability reporting intern, Corporate responsibility 
associate, Supplier responsibility intern, Impact investing intern, Sustainable 
finance intern 

Policy & 
Government 

Environmental policy intern, Climate policy intern, Urban planning intern, 
Government affairs intern, Grant writing intern, Environmental compliance 
intern, Transportation planning intern, Water policy intern 

Education & 
Nonprofit 

Program coordinator intern, Environmental education intern, Community 
outreach intern, Curriculum intern, STEM education intern, Nonprofit 
development intern, Volunteer coordinator intern, Sustainability workshop 
intern 

Data & Tech 
Energy data analyst intern, Climate data intern, GIS intern, Sustainability 
analytics intern, Carbon accounting intern, Data visualization intern, Smart 
building analyst intern 

 

Where to Find Sustainability Opportunities 

 

Online Platforms 

• University career center (Handshake) 

• LinkedIn Jobs 

• Indeed 

• Government job boards (USAJOBS) 

• Company career pages directly 

• Nonprofit websites and job boards 

• Environmental and sustainability job boards 

Employer Types to Explore 

• City and county sustainability offices 

• Water districts and utilities 

• Environmental engineering firms 

• Renewable energy companies 

• Construction and green building firms 

• Food and agriculture organizations 

• Climate tech startups 

• School districts and education nonprofits 

• Professional associations and industry groups 
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Internship & Job Application Tracker 

 

Tracking your applications helps you identify patterns, improve your materials, stay organized, and 
follow up strategically. Use this tracker for every role you apply to. 

Company / Org Role Title Career Zone Deadline Applied? Contact Status Notes 

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

                

 

Company Research Worksheet 

 

Before applying or interviewing, research each target organization thoroughly. This worksheet helps 
you show genuine interest and preparation. 

Organization name and industry: 

 

 

 

What does this organization do and what problem do they solve? 

 

 

 

How does sustainability connect to their core work? 

 

 

 

What skills do they list in job postings for roles I want? 
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What values, mission, or commitments do they highlight publicly? 

 

 

 

Recent news, report, or initiative I should know about: 

 

 

 

What projects or experience can I mention in my application? 

 

 

 

Questions I would ask in an interview: 

 

 

 

Why am I genuinely interested in this organization? 
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How to Talk About Impact in Interviews 

 

Vague answers do not stand out. Specific answers with evidence do. 

Weak Answer Strong Answer 

I care about sustainability and want to help the 
environment. 

I'm interested in sustainability because it connects 
problem solving with measurable impact. In one 
project, I researched food waste and found that 
effective solutions require both data and behavior 
change. That made me interested in roles where I 
can analyze systems and help organizations reduce 
waste. 

I'm very passionate about the environment. Sustainability connects technical work, 
communication, and long-term value. I created a 
waste reduction project where I reviewed disposal 
patterns, identified confusion around recycling 
signage, and developed a recommendation memo. 
That project helped me understand that 
sustainability is about designing systems people can 
actually use, not just caring about outcomes. 

 

STAR Method Worksheet for Sustainability Stories 

Practice one full story using the STAR format before every interview. Strong candidates have 3 stories 
ready. 

My project, experience, or example: 

 

 

SITUATION — What was the context, problem, or setting? 

 

 

TASK — What were you responsible for doing? 

 

 

ACTION — What specific steps, tools, research, or skills did you apply? 

 

 

RESULT — What was the outcome, deliverable, learning, or recommendation? 

 

 

Skill this story proves: 

 

 

Sustainability connection: 
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How I would say this in an interview (practice version): 

 

 

Interview Question Bank 

Question Category Interview Question What Employers Want to Hear 

Motivation Why are you interested in 
sustainability? 

Specific connection, not just passion. 
Link to a problem, skill, or project. 

Major Fit How does your major connect to 
sustainability? 

Show you understand the intersection, 
don't just list courses. 

Project Story Tell me about a project where you 
solved a problem. 

Use STAR. Quantify where possible. 
Highlight your specific contribution. 

Trade-offs How do you balance environmental 
impact with cost? 

Show nuance, acknowledge real 
tensions rather than oversimplifying. 

Communication How would you explain a complex topic 
to a non-technical audience? 

Show you can simplify, not just inform. 
Give a brief example. 

Learning Tell me about a time you had to learn 
something new quickly. 

Demonstrate self-direction, curiosity, 
and follow-through. 

Impact How would you measure the impact of 
a sustainability initiative? 

Show data thinking, KPIs, baselines, 
trends, before-and-after comparisons. 

Skills What green skill are you currently 
building and why? 

Demonstrates intentionality and 
awareness of career needs. 

Sample Interview Answers by Major 

Engineering Answer 

I'm interested in sustainability because engineering decisions shape resource use, waste, 

emissions, and long-term cost at scale. In my coursework and projects, I learned that 

small improvements in process efficiency can reduce energy use and material waste 

significantly. That's why I'm drawn to roles involving process design, water treatment, 

energy efficiency, sustainable manufacturing, or environmental systems. 

Business Answer 

I see sustainability as a strategy issue. Companies need to manage cost, regulatory risk, 

customer expectations, and supply chain complexity all at once. I'm especially interested 

in sustainable supply chain and reporting, because those areas turn sustainability from 

a general goal into measurable, actionable progress. 

Data / CS Answer 

I'm interested in sustainability data because many organizations have goals but lack the 

tools to measure and communicate progress. I enjoy turning data into dashboards, trends, 

and decisions. I'm especially interested in energy use, emissions data, and tools that 

make environmental impact clearer and more actionable for non-technical teams. 

  



Education2Success  |  Careers That Build a Better Future ed2s.org 

Education2Success (Ed2S)  |  Learn. Build. Lead. Create Impact. Page 43 

Should Students Get a Certification? 

 

Certifications can help, but they are not magic. They are strongest when paired with 
projects, relevant skills, experience, and a clear career direction. 

Certification Decision Filter 

Before registering for any certification, ask these questions: 

☐  Does this certification match my target career zone and job titles? 

☐  Do job postings I am targeting mention this credential? 

☐  Can I afford the fee, and is there a student discount? 

☐  Will I use the knowledge I gain in a real project or work context? 

☐  Is this certification from a credible, well-known organization? 

☐  Will earning this help me build confidence or credibility? 

☐  Am I choosing this strategically, or just collecting credentials? 
 

Important Warning 

Do not collect certifications just to collect them. 

A certification with no related projects or experience is hard to discuss in interviews. 

Choose certifications strategically, and pair each one with a relevant portfolio project. 

Certification Pathways by Career Interest 

Career Interest Credential to 
Research 

Notes 

Green buildings, architecture, 
construction 

LEED Green Associate 
(USGBC) 

No prerequisites; 100-question exam; listed student 
fee of $100. Verify current pricing. Research 
employer relevance before paying. 

Sustainability reporting and 
ESG 

GRI Professional 
Certification 

Relevant for students pursuing sustainability 
reporting, ESG, and GRI Standards work. Verify 
current requirements. 

Sustainability finance and 
disclosure 

FSA Credential (IFRS 
Foundation) 

Relevant for students in finance, accounting, or 
sustainability reporting focused on financial 
disclosure and ESG metrics. 

General sustainability 
foundation 

Sustainability 
Excellence Associate 
(ISSP) 

Designed for students and newcomers to 
sustainability. Verify current structure and employer 
recognition. 

Safety, manufacturing, 
construction, field 

OSHA Safety Training 
(10-hr or 30-hr) 

Useful for field, plant, lab, and construction roles. 
Widely recognized by employers in technical 
industries. 

Data, analytics, visualization Excel, Power BI, 
Tableau, SQL, or 
Python certificates 

Useful for proving data skills in reporting, 
dashboards, energy analytics, and operations. 
Many are free or low-cost. 

 

Always verify current fees, exam requirements, and employer relevance before paying for any 
certification. Requirements and prices change over time. 
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30-Day Sustainable Career Challenge 

 

This 30-day challenge will help you move from reading to doing. Complete one action per day to build 
momentum, develop real skills, and create career-ready deliverables. 

Day 
1 

☐  Choose 3 sustainability problems you care about most 

Day 
2 

☐  Choose your top 3 career zones from the Career Map 

Day 
3 

☐  Search and write down 20 job titles relevant to your interests 

Day 
4 

☐  Save 10 real job postings from LinkedIn, Handshake, or company sites 

Day 
5 

☐  Highlight the skills that appear most often across your saved postings 

Day 
6 

☐  Pick one specific skill to build this month, commit to it 

Day 
7 

☐  Update your LinkedIn headline using the formula from this guide 

Day 
8 

☐  Draft your LinkedIn About section using the template from this guide 

Day 
9 

☐  Choose one portfolio project from the 25 ideas list 

Day 
10 

☐  Research the problem your project addresses, find 3 credible sources 

Day 
11 

☐  Collect data, examples, or observations for your project 

Day 
12 

☐  Build your first draft of the project deliverable 

Day 
13 

☐  Write one resume bullet about your project using the Action + Method + 

Result formula 

Day 
14 

☐  Share your draft project with a classmate, professor, or mentor for 

feedback 

Day 
15 

☐  Upload your project to a portfolio page, Google Drive, or LinkedIn 

Day 
16 

☐  Find 10 internships or entry-level roles you want to apply to 
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Day 
17 

☐  Fill out your Internship Tracker with all 10 opportunities 

Day 
18 

☐  Apply to your top 2 roles with a tailored resume and cover letter 

Day 
19 

☐  Message 2 professionals or alumni in your target field on LinkedIn 

Day 
20 

☐  Practice one interview answer out loud using the STAR method 

Day 
21 

☐  Revise your resume based on repeated skills from saved job postings 

Day 
22 

☐  Post one LinkedIn reflection about something you are learning 

Day 
23 

☐  Research one certification from the certification table in this guide 

Day 
24 

☐  Attend one webinar, career fair, virtual info session, or professional event 

Day 
25 

☐  Apply to 3 more roles from your tracker 

Day 
26 

☐  Write a second resume bullet from a different project or experience 

Day 
27 

☐  Practice one full STAR story out loud, time it and revise it 

Day 
28 

☐  Update your project portfolio with your latest work and learnings 

Day 
29 

☐  Reflect on your career direction, what has become clearer this month? 

Day 
30 

☐  Set your 60-day goal, one clear, measurable career action to complete 

next 
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My Sustainable Career Roadmap Worksheet 

 

Use this worksheet to consolidate your career direction and set clear goals. Return to this page every 
30 days to update your progress. 

 

My top career pathway: 

 

 

 

My backup career pathway: 

 

 

 

My top 10 job titles to actively search: 

 

 

 

My strongest current skills (3-5 specific examples): 

 

 

 

Skills I need to build before my next application cycle: 

 

 

 

My first portfolio project (title and status): 

 

 

 

 

My second portfolio project (title and status): 

 

 

 

 

Certifications I may research (strategic, not collection-based): 
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10 organizations I want to explore or apply to: 

 

 

 

People I can reach out to for advice or mentorship: 

 

 

 

 

My 30-day career goal: 

 

 

 

 

My 60-day career goal: 

 

 

 

 

My 90-day career goal: 

 

 

 

 

My career mission statement (what I want to do, why, and for whom): 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonus Templates (Included After This Page) 

Career Pathway Comparison Chart 

Job Posting Breakdown Worksheet 

Networking Message Template 

Portfolio Table of Contents 

Sustainability Career Statement Builder 
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Bonus Template 1: Career Pathway Comparison Chart 

 

Career 
Pathway 

Why I'm 
Interested 

Example 
Roles 

Skills Needed Projects I 
Could Build 

Internships to 
Search 

Confidence 
Level 

              

              

              

              

 

Bonus Template 2: Job Posting Breakdown Worksheet 

 

Job title and company: 

 

 

Required skills listed: 

 

 

Preferred skills listed: 

 

 

 

Sustainability keywords in the posting: 

 

 

Tools or software mentioned: 

 

Key responsibilities (summarize in your own words): 

 

 

What I already match or can demonstrate: 

 

 

What I need to develop or improve: 

 

 

Resume bullets I should include or write: 
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Bonus Template 3: Networking Message Template 

 

Use this template to reach out to professionals or alumni on LinkedIn, email, or at career events. Keep 
it short, specific, and respectful of their time. 

Hi [Name], 

I'm a student interested in [career area], especially [specific topic or industry]. 

I came across your work in [company/role/field] and thought your experience aligns with the 
direction I'm building toward. 

Would you be open to sharing one piece of advice for someone trying to enter this field? I 
appreciate any perspective you're willing to offer. 

Thank you for your time, [Your Name] 

 

Bonus Template 4: Portfolio Table of Contents 

 

Portfolio Section Status / Notes 

About Me: Major, interests, career goals, 
and brief background 

 

Career Interests: Top 3 zones and job 
titles I am targeting 

 

Featured Project 1: Title, problem, 
method, deliverable, and resume bullet 

 

Featured Project 2: Title, problem, 
method, deliverable, and resume bullet 

 

Featured Project 3: Title, problem, 
method, deliverable, and resume bullet 

 

Resume: Current version (PDF)  

LinkedIn: Profile link and headline  

Contact: Email and preferred method of 
contact 

 

References or Source List: Projects cited 
sources 

 

 

 

 

 



Education2Success  |  Careers That Build a Better Future ed2s.org 

Education2Success (Ed2S)  |  Learn. Build. Lead. Create Impact. Page 50 

Bonus Template 5: Sustainability Career Statement Builder 

 

I am interested in sustainability because: 

 

 

 

The problem I care most about is: 

 

 

 

My major or skills connect to this because: 

 

 

 

 

The type of work I want to do is: 

 

 

 

 

The impact I hope to create is: 

 

 

 

 

My career statement (combine everything above into 2-3 sentences): 
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You Are Ready to Build 

A Career That Matters 

________________________________________ 

  

You do not need to have your entire future figured out. 

You only need to take the next serious step. 

Pick one problem. 

Build one skill. 

Create one project. 

Apply to one opportunity. 

Careers that build a better future are built one decision at a time. 

Education2Success 

Learn. Build. Lead. Create Impact. 

Sustainability is not only something to care about. It is something you can build a career around. 
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References 

 

The following sources were used throughout this guide. Students should verify current data, 
requirements, and statistics directly from these sources, as information changes over time. 

[1]  International Energy Agency (IEA) 

World Energy Employment 2025 

Global energy workforce and employment trends. Used for global energy job data (76 million jobs in 2024; 2.2% 
growth). 

https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-employment  

 

[2]  IRENA and International Labour Organization (ILO) 

Renewable Energy and Jobs: Annual Review 2025 

Global renewable energy employment data. Used for 16.6 million renewable energy jobs figure. 
https://www.irena.org/Publications  

 

[3]  U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 

2024 U.S. Energy and Employment Report (USEER) 

U.S. clean energy workforce trends. Used for ~142,000 new clean energy jobs in 2023 and 4.2% growth rate. 

https://www.energy.gov/policy/us-energy-employment-jobs-report-useer 

 

[4]  Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 

Occupational Outlook Handbook 

Used for environmental engineer median pay (~$104,170, 2024) and 4% projected growth; wind turbine tech (~50% 
growth) and solar installer (~42% growth) projections; logistician data (17% growth, 26,400 annual openings). 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/  

 

[5]  O*NET Online (U.S. Department of Labor) 

Green Occupations and Occupation Data 

Used for green occupation categories: new and emerging, enhanced-skill, and increased-demand occupations. 

https://www.onetcenter.org/dictionary/22.0/excel/green_occupations.html  

 

[6]  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (GHGRP) 

Used for ~8,000 facility reporters and public emissions data context. 

https://www.epa.gov/ghgreporting  

 

[7]  EPA and GHG Protocol 

Scope 1, 2, and 3 Emissions Guidance; Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Standard 

Used for Scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions framework descriptions and accounting methodology context. 

https://ghgprotocol.org/corporate-value-chain-scope-3-standard  

 

[8]  World Economic Forum (WEF) 

Future of Jobs Report 2025 

Used for employer and workforce transformation data: 1,000+ employers, 14M+ workers, 22 industry clusters, 55 
economies. Skills gaps as major transformation barrier. 

https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-employment
https://www.irena.org/Publications
https://www.energy.gov/policy/us-energy-employment-jobs-report-useer
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.onetcenter.org/dictionary/22.0/excel/green_occupations.html
https://www.epa.gov/ghgreporting
https://ghgprotocol.org/corporate-value-chain-scope-3-standard
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https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-future-of-jobs-report-2025  

 

[9]  U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) 

LEED Green Associate Credential 

Used for LEED GA overview: no prerequisites, 100-question exam, listed student exam fee of $100. Verify current 
requirements. 

https://www.usgbc.org/credentials/green-associate  

 

[10]  Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) 

GRI Standards and GRI Professional Certification 

Used for sustainability reporting standards context and certification overview. 

https://www.globalreporting.org  

 

[11]  IFRS Foundation 

IFRS Sustainability Disclosure Standards; FSA Credential 

Used for ESG financial disclosure and FSA Credential overview. 
https://www.ifrs.org/products-and-services/sustainability-products-and-services/fsa-credential/  

 

[12]  International Society of Sustainability Professionals (ISSP) 

Sustainability Excellence Associate (SEA) Credential 

Used for general sustainability certification for students and newcomers overview. 

https://www.sustainabilityprofessionals.org  

 

 

Disclaimer 

Career data changes over time. Students should verify current job postings, salary data, certification 
requirements, and local market conditions directly. 

 
Certifications are optional and should be selected strategically. Job projections are estimates, not guarantees. 
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